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NGUYEN VAN T1IIKU 
President of lhe Republic of Viel-Nam 


Dear Pr. President, 

I have received your letter of November 8, transmitted 
to me by General Haig. 

Let me first take this opportunity to convey again to you 
my warm and heartfelt congratulations on your triumphal reelection 
on November 7. It seems to me that this unprecedented landslide 
could be considered an impressive endorsement by the American 
people of the high ideals you stand for, and in particular of your 
patient search for an honorable and just peace in Viet-Nam. 

The Vietnamese Government and the Vietnamese people 
will remain deeply grateful for the generous assistance which the 
United States has given to the Republic of Viet-Nam in its fight to 
repel Communist aggression, and in particular for Hie vaJiant solida- 
rity of the United States in fighting side by side with us in this 
struggle for the defense and preservation of freedom. 

I am firmly convinced that our two Governments and our 
two peoples continue to share fully today the basic ideals and 
purposes as in the years past when tiie United States joined us 
in this struggle and American soldiers fought side by side with 
us to defend these ideals. 

Our two peoples fought together because we consider that 
Communist North Viet-Nam has committed and aggression in sending 
troops to invade South Viet-Nam. We fought because we think that 
the aggression should be opposed, and should not be rewarded. 

This is a matter of basic principle for its own sake. It is also 
believed to be necessary to the maintenance of stability in this 
part of the world, for enduring peace. 

I am aware that the American people are weary of this 
long conflict. I can however assure you, Mr. President, that 
no other people desire and need peace more than the people of 
South Viet-Nam who only fight to defend themselves, and have 
suffered so long in this war fought on our own soil. 


His Excellency Richard Nixon 
President of the United States 
The White House 
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8 ' • But^cbmple^eiy share your, .views that,, much as wo 

j . ■ ' ; ';"■' '" : ' ' NthiVp eac e wo arc actively "searching for 

I ••;< 'should be ‘an honorable., and just peace. For the peace to meet 

\\ .V-C ' ; y ; y^: V /lathis! criterium:, I firmly believe that a peace settlement should 
j ... indicate unambiguously that. North Viet-Nam has no right to 
J : :r ''>*.*?;• '’.'""'‘ihvade J^buth/^yiet-Nam^'* arid' therefore should withdraw its forces • 

J :: back into North Viet-Nam,: pending the discussions between ■ South 

’ ‘J v V ^ - v ; ; ie t;W I<Ta m ,.V and ; -North . Viet^Nam for the. settlement by peaceful 
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Jh If : ,a7 ^settlement;;;allows; North-. Viet-Nam to- maintam its 

If * :? 'r ; iorces-'*‘-iJi' -• Sputli' , Viet'^NamilVliien; our. struggle and .the -sacrifices 
j : ' ; ;we made during so many, years would have been purposeless, 

jj.-. Qur allies: would then be, portrayed as aggressors, the South . .. 

jj ' .Vietnamese • troops would be placed in this case in the position 

1] /' ' of mercenaries fighting for an erroneous cause, a cause which 

we. do not, even dare to : spell out.. . ; \ 
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:( In tliis context, I -think that it is unfair for me to be 

j accused of making "distortions" of the draft agreement, when 

,| I called attention on. this important aspect of the question. 

; May I add that the view I expressed above is not merely 

my personal view. It reflects the deep conviction of all the South 
Vietnamese people, and is also endorsed by a number of friendly 
and allied countries. 

Since this is a fundamental point of vital significance 
to the Republic of Viet-Nam, I shall be grateful if you could 
stand firm on this point, even though this might involve some 
re-adjustment of the close deadlines which General Haig has 
communicated to me. May I also point out that it is difficult 
to. conceive that the South Vietnamese people could exert their 
right to self-determination by free elections, as long as the 
North Vietnamese troops, who are external troops, are not 
entirely withdrawn from South Viet-Nam, within the same period 
of time, and under the same conditions as other foreign troops. 

. . It is therefore also a question of practical purpose for 

preserving the moral and psychological balance in the political 
contest in South Viet-Nam. 

With respect to the political previsions, we agree with 
you that the Council of National Reconciliation and Concord 
should have no governmental authority. 
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^Pq jnakG it clear, wg suggest that the terms cc? cau chinh- 
quyen” ( "governmental structure " ) used by the Communists should 
be substituted by "cb quan hanh-chanh ^c-trach bau cd" which 
means "administrative organ in charge of elections", which 
indicates more clearly that the role of the Council of National 
Reconciliation and Concord is only in organizing and supervising 

the elections. 

On the composition of the Council of National Reconciliation 
and Concord, you indicated in your letter that the membership of 
the Council should be equally appointed by both sides. In this 
concept we consider that the terms "with three equal segments" 
must be left out. 

As stipulated in the draft Agreement, the institutions for 
which the elections are to be held will be agreed upon through 
consultations between the two South Vietnamese parties. 

The other points you mentioned in your letter of November 8 
seem agreeable to me, with the following understandings : 

- A clause on the respect of the Demilitarized Zone, and 

the respect of each other's territory by North Viet-Nam and 

South Viet-Nam, in accordance with the 1954 Geneva Agreement, 

should be included in Chapter V. 

^ * 

- The inadvertent reference to "three Indochinese countries" 
is naturally to be deleted. We agree with your terms "the Indochinese 
states". It should be understood to mean the four Indochinese 
states. 

In addition, there have been other points in the draft 
Agreement which we have raised and ior which we proposed to 
change the wording. These points are indeed important points. 

We must agree on those changes and unify our stand before you 
meet next with the North Vietnamese. 

For this reason, I suggest that our two governments 
should immediately designate joint task forces to find ways to 
implement those changes in the draft Agreement, 


Besides, I would like to draw your attention on two very 
important additional points : 

- I think that the membership of two Communist countries 
iii the ICC should be reconsidered in order to make ICC more 
balanced and more impartial. 




II . - On the other hand, on the international conference 

|j to be convened after the signature of the cease-fire agreement, 

$ we suggest that the timing for this international conference be 

*4 

1 established after the conclusion of the cease-fires in Laos and 

i Cambodia, as one of the principal purposes of the conference is 

to guarantee peace in Indochina. In this regard we believe that 
Laos and Cambodia must participate in this Conference. Besides, 
>j as the Conference deals with important matters relating to the 

future of South East Asia we suggest that some other Asian 

•i countries be also invited. 

, i 

I am convinced, Mr. President, that there are no 
divergence between our two countries in the basic purposes 
relating to the peace settlement. We feel however that we have 
to make concrete suggestions to you for the implementation of 
common principles in a matter which is important for the United 
j; States, and vital to the Republic of Viet-Nam. 

Thus, when the agreement is signed with North Viet- 
Nam, we could claim that it reflects, not a military victory 
which we do not really seek, but an honorable and fair settle- 
ment. 

I. could^not attempt to develop at length all the various 
points in the framework of this letter. I have therefore asked 
General Haig to convey the views of our Government in greater- 
details. 


Sincerely, 



His Excellency Richard Nixon 
President of the United States 
The White House 



